BIBLICAL READING IN CHURCH WORSHIP
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness (2 Tim 3:16)
The Holy Scripture has profoundly influenced the world, being an unsurpassed book of spiritual guidance, of exhortation to piety, to love of God and people, in order to obtain inner peace and the gift of eternal joy.  St. John Chrysostom tells us that it is very important that Scripture reading is among the daily concerns of Christians.
Holy Scripture, being of divine origin, cannot be read like any other book.  It requires stillness and a special preparation, both physical and mental.  Saint John insists on spiritual cleansing and mentions: “We cannot gain much from the reading of the Holy Scriptures unless we have first cleansed our souls” (Homily 1, 3 from John).  The Christian who reads the Holy Scripture with faith, humility and piety is talking with God Himself.
The tradition of reading from the Holy Scripture is also part of the Church's mission to teach people the Word of God, in order to "not go astray", according to Christ's commandment who said: “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me” (John 5, 39).
During the Divine Liturgy, the Holy Gospel is carried in procession, with candles, incense and chants, and only then is it read, as from a very precious letter.  The most often read books are the four Gospels and the Apostolic Epistles.  The Holy Gospel is publicly read during the Divine Liturgy on both Sunday and feast days, also during Sunday Matins and other services, as determined by the lectionary (Church book containing the texts of the Gospel and the Apostle, arranged in order in which they are read during the year).  The order of the Gospel and Apostle texts read during Sunday’s Divine Liturgy constitutes an important part of the catechetical mission of the Church; having an internal connection between them.  The serving priest has the duty to guide the faithful, explaining the Holy Scripture to them, in order to avoid many heresies and sins that have their origin both in the ignorance of the content of the Holy Scripture and, above all, in its wrong interpretation.
Through the holidays, fasts, various commemorations and church services, which follow each other and return in a certain order every day and every year, the faithful re-experience the important moments in the life and activity of Our Savior, as well as in the entire holy history of salvation.  As a means of commemorating the life and redemptive activity of Our Savior, the Orthodox Church Year has at its center the feast of Holy Pascha and can be divided into three main phases or periods:
a) The Triodion period (pre-Paschal period) lasts from the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee (three weeks before the beginning of the Great Lent) until Pascha Sunday (10 weeks)
b) The Pentecostarion period (Paschal period) lasts from Pascha Sunday to the 1st Sunday after Pentecost (All Saints) (8 weeks)
c) [bookmark: _GoBack]The Octoechos period (post-Paschal period) lasts the rest of the year, from the end of the Pentecostarion period until the beginning of the Triodion period.
Since salvation depends on the fulfillment of divine commandments and these are contained in the Holy Scriptures, the Orthodox Church regulates the order in which the four Gospels and the writings of the Apostles are read (the Acts of the Apostles and the various Epistles, excluding the Apocalypse), thus contributing to the spiritual and moral growth of believers, necessary for salvation.
