THE CHURCH – HOUSE OF GOD

	The Holy Church is the house of God.  Children go with their parents to the church.  There the priest talks about God.  How beautiful it is to be in the church!  The Church is the Holy House of God where we meet and can be in dialogue with Him.
Recognize the House of God:
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Let’s build a model of a Holy Church:
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Color and then memorate the poem:

In the Church, during services,
Our Lord Jesus talks to us,
Holy blessing
Through the priest, He gives.
If I say a prayer,
My wish He fulfils
So I always feel, my friends,
That God loves me.

(by M. Corneliu)                    .
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· Prior to the religion class you can organize a visit to the local church to observe its exterior/interior, meeting the parish priest and learning the proper way to act in the church.
· Have a dialog regarding differences between the church and the school (you can talk about form, exterior aspect, inside objects, activities happening inside, the leader of these activities).
· Talk to the children about the persons in the church (priest, chanter, believers) and the purpose of their presence in the church.
· Explain the children that the priest is the friend of Jesus Christ and their friend as well.
· Explain the children why do we need priests (e.g. they show us the path towards God).
· What do we see in the top image?  What chirch element is indicated by the blue arrow?  What about the red one?  What about the green one?
· Who is the person facing forward in the image?  What is he doing?  What are the other people doing?
· What do you see in the other images?  What are these objects used for?
· Why do we need to go to church?  Are you going to church?
1. Antimins: a rectangular cloth consecrated by a bishop, upon which Jesus Christ is depicted being placed in the tomb.  On the back of the Antimins there is a small pocket containing Holy Relics.  The Antimins stays on the Altar Table.  One is not allowed to celebrate the Liturgy without an Antimins.
2. Gospel: the book that contains parts of the Holy Gospels . It sits on the Altar Table because it contains the Word of God, the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ.
3. Cross: sits on the Altar Table because it reminds us of Our Savior’s sacrifice and death on Golgotha.
4. Candlestick: reminds us of Jesus Christ, Who is "the Light of the World.".  It holds one, two, three or seven candles.
5. Tabernacle: An elaborate wood or metal receptacle, usually in the form of that church, in which the Holy Gifts of the Eucharist are preserved for the communion of the sick or for those who cannot participate in the Divine Liturgy during the whole year.
6. Icons: they are everywhere in the church because that is where we meet God, Who in His boundless love for us became incarnate.
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Try to draw the cult objects from the images above.
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In Biserica, la slujbe,
Domnul lisus ne vorbeste,
Sfanta binecuvantare
Prin preot, El déruieste.

Dacé spun o rugaciune,
Dorinta mi-o implineste,
Astfel simt mereu, prieteni,
Ca Dumnezeu m iubeste.

(de M. Corneliu)
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Anterior orei de religie, se poate organiza o vizita la biserica din parohie pentru observarea acesteia (in exterior \
sifninterior), cunoasterea preotului paroh i nvaitarea modului corectde comportare fn bisericd.
Realizatjun dialog despre deosebirle dintre cladirea unei bisericl (poate i cea vizitaté) i cladirea scoliiunde
‘nvata elevii (putefjluain discufie si urmétoarele aspecte: forma, aspectul exterior, obiecte dininterior, activitaf
desfasurate, conducétorul actvitatior desfasurale).
‘@Vorbifle copillor despre persoanele din bisericé (preot, cantaref, credinciosi) s scopul prezentei acestoraacolo.
» Explicafi-le copilor ca preotul este prietenul uilisus sallor.
Explicati-le coplor de ce avem nevoie de preol (de exemplu: ne arata drumul care Dumnezeu).
#Cevedem inimaginea din mijloc? Ce elemental bisericiini-lindica sageata albastra? Dar cea rogie? $i cea verde?
‘o Cine este persoana din imagine care st cu fata? Ce face el? Dar celelalte persoane, ce fac?
' Cevedefiin iecare dintre celelalte imagini? La ce folosesc aceste obiecte?
@De cetrebuie s& mergem labiserica? Voimergefilabiserica?
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