Evangelical pericopes of the Octoechos

SUNDAY ABOUT THE WORRIES OF LIFE
APOSTLE (Romans 5:1-10)
Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope.  Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.  For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.
GOSPEL (Matt. 6:22-33)
The lamp of the body is the eye.  If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light.  But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness.  If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness!  No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and mammon.  Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on.  Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing?  Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not of more value than they?  Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?  So why do you worry about clothing?  Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.  Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?  Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  For after all these things the Gentiles seek.  For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.
MORAL TEACHINGS
[bookmark: _GoBack]This Sunday's Gospel passage is a good reminder of God's providence for His creation and especially for His masterpiece: Man: “For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.”  History shows very clearly that God has always been faithful to His promises.  It is now man's turn to recognize his dependence on God and be faithful to Him in complete allegiance: “You cannot serve God and mammon.”  As man needs good (healthy) eyes for physical sight (if “your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light”), so he needs a good, healthy mind, which is the spiritual eye of his soul.  Worrying and obsessing over the acquisition of material things results in the clouding of man's mind and his ability to discern life's priorities: “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you”.
LET’S REMEMBER:
· trust God will provide for the needs of our body;
· the concern for the satisfaction of bodily needs is avarice, selfishness, irrational attachment to the things of the world, which prevents man from seeing the true Light of divine reasons in things and God Himself;
· being content with little/with what we have and trusting in God's care to provide us with what we need brings peace to the mind and joy to the heart of man;
· by no means we should fall into the extreme of slothfulness: “pray as if you will die tomorrow and work as if you will live forever”.
QUESTIONS:
1. Solomon was a king of Israel.  What does this Gospel say about Solomon?
2. What do you think a king looks like when clothed in all his glory?
3. What does this Gospel say is clothed more beautifully than the king?  Pick one of your favorite flowers and think: how is that flower clothed?
4. How does this Gospel say God will clothe you?
5. Do you ever worry about what you are going to wear?  What are you thinking about when you worry about that?  What are you afraid might happen if you stopped thinking about that?
6. What does this Gospel say will happen?
7. Do you think that is true?  Will God clothe you more beautifully than the flowers?  Why is this hard to believe?  What is scary about trusting that God will do this?
