Evangelical pericopes of the Triodion

SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND THE PHARISEE
APOSTLE (2 Tim. 3:10-15)
But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance, persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra – what persecutions I endured.  And out of them all the Lord delivered me.  Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.  But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived.  But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
GOSPEL (Luke 18:10-14)
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men – extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector.  I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’  And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his chest, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
MORAL TEACHINGS
The Pharisees were people from the highest class of the Jewish society at that time, very knowledgeable and very attentive observers of the Law.  Therefore the Jews considered them to be very righteous people.
The publicans were the tax collectors who collected the taxes and contributions to the government of the kingdom and to the Roman rulers.  In the view of contemporaries, they were considered the most sinful because often, while collecting taxes, they did injustice, collecting more than they were supposed to.
So a Pharisee, considered righteous and honest by all, and a sinful publican, unjust and reviled by society, came to the temple.  Both of them prayed.  It happens, however, that the “righteous” Pharisee returned to his house “a sinner” and was punished by the harsh word of Our Savior Christ, while the “sinful” tax collector “returned to his house more righteous”.
What happened?  The Pharisee entered the temple with great boldness, that is, very sure of himself, but here he uttered a completely uninspired prayer, because he apparently gives thanks, but his thanksgiving turns into harsh judgment towards his fellows.  His good deeds turn into pride, harsh judgment of his neighbor and boasting.  The publican, however, stopped somewhere in the back and did not dare to look proudly, instead he considered his own sins, saying: “God, be merciful to me, the sinner”!  He became aware of where he was and understood that here he must be more attentive to his weaknesses, not to his virtues.  We do not come to Church to brag, to compare ourselves and to judge others; instead we come for our weaknesses, problems, flaws and sins.  This is why God only accepted the publican's prayer.
Let us therefore pray like the publican: with humility, internalizing ourselves and examining with repentance our sins, weaknesses and mistakes from every moment, the dirty thoughts, the ugly words, or the unjust plans that we often plot against others.  Let's ask God, in secret, for forgiveness, for protection and support to become more righteous, first for us, then for our loved ones: for those near us and for those who have left us, relatives, acquaintances or friends, for all those who need our help, not our harsh and critical judgment.
