Evangelical pericopes of the Triodion

SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON
APOSTLE (1 Cor. 6:12-20)
All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful.  All things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.  Foods for the stomach and the stomach for foods, but God will destroy both it and them.  Now the body is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.  And God both raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power.  Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?  Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a harlot?  Certainly not!  Or do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her?  For “the two,” He says, “shall become one flesh.”  But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him.  Flee sexual immorality.  Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.  Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?  For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.
GOSPEL (Luke 15:11-32)
The Lord said this parable: “There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that falls to me.’  And he divided his living between them.  Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in loose living.  And when he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want.  So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine.  And he would gladly have filled his belly with the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him anything.  But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger!  I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.”  And he arose and came to his father.  But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.  And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’  But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’  And they began to make merry.  Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing.  And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant.  And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound.’  But he was angry and refused to go in.  His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends.  But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!’  And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.  It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’”

MORAL TEACHINGS
This parable is about three people: a father and two sons.  The youngest son, at one point, overly-confident in his powers and dissatisfied with the parental home, is attracted by the temptation of the youthful pleasures, asks his father for his share of the fortune and goes out into the world.  The sinful life which he led impoverished him, marred him and he remained alone and poor.  The only work he could find was to look after the pigs and he did not even have a share of the pods they fed on.
[bookmark: _GoBack]But, all this happened until a moment in his life when, from the depths of his soul, the longing for his parental home awakened.  Seeing himself poor and hungry, he remembered his father’s love and kindness, and that summoned him and urged him to leave the place of perdition in which he was living.  This kindness caused him to wake up, “come to his senses” and make the heroic decision to return home.  He recognized the gravity of his sins and therefore did not ask for full rehabilitation, did not ask for the situation he had before, but humbly desired only to be accepted as one of his father’s servants.  The response of his father, who was moved with pity and, running, embraced and kissed him, stabbed the fatted calf and prepared a great dinner in honor of his return, reminds us all of the goodness of our loving God and the forgiveness that awaits all those who return with humility, repentance and the sincere desire to restore their communion with Him.
If we think about our past life, we can see that the prodigal son's life has many similarities to ours.  Which one of us, whether we think about our connection with our physical parents, or whether we think about our soul’s connection with the heavenly Father, have not had moments of disobedience, disregard, opposition to their good and useful advice or will?  How many times have we not considered ourselves wiser than our parents or stronger than the heavenly Father?  How many times have we trampled on their advice and their will, and abused their goodness, seeking to create our own happiness?
The satisfaction and happiness we are looking for, which the heavenly Father gave us as a dowry, we do not and could not find, except in communion and obedience to Him.
God's goodness is unfathomable and beneficial.  He receives those who mocked Him, those who hated Him, those who forgot about Him for a long time.  He welcomes all of us who come to Him with repentance for what we have done wrong and makes us partakers of his rich and redemptive gifts.
God's goodness calls us and urges us to be better, merciful, forgiving and lenient with our fellow men.  It asks us to give the surplus of our mind, heart and work to the other people with whom we live together.  God's goodness calls us through Jesus Christ: “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart”.
