Evangelical pericopes of the Triodion

6th SUNDAY OF THE GREAT LENT - ENTRY OF OUR LORD INTO JERUSALEM
APOSTLE (Phillippians 4:4-9)
Rejoice in the Lord always.  Again I will say, rejoice!  Let your gentleness be known to all men.  The Lord is at hand.  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.  Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy – meditate on these things.  The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.
GOSPEL (John 12:1-18)
Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was who had been dead, whom He had raised from the dead.  There they made Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those who sat at the table with Him.  Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair.  And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil.  But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would betray Him, said, Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?  This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it.  But Jesus said, “Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial.  For the poor you have with you always, but Me you do not have always.”  Now a great many of the Jews knew that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus’ sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead.  But the chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to death also, because on account of him many of the Jews went away and believed in Jesus.  The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out: “Hosanna!  ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’  The King of Israel!”  Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written: “Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your King is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt.”  His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written about Him and that they had done these things to Him.  Therefore the people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus out of his tomb and raised him from the dead, bore witness.  For this reason the people also met Him, because they heard that He had done this sign.
MORAL TEACHINGS
The Feast of the Entry of Our Lord into Jerusalem is popularly known as Palm Sunday.  The Church sees in this celebration the advancement of Christ towards the sacrifice on the cross.  He could have avoided death, but He accepts it willingly in order to overcome it.  Death is not imposed on Him as a necessity, as it is imposed on us.  Therefore He dies for others, not for Himself.  The entry into Jerusalem is a prefiguration of the Entry into the heavenly Jerusalem.  Thus, it is not by chance that we chant on Pascha night: “Shine, shine, the New Jerusalem!”
In the interpretation of the Holy Fathers, the donkey prefigures the Jewish people, while the colt prefigures the Gentiles who were to be called to faith.  This interpretation is correct, because we know that the Jews will persecute Christ and the pagans will receive Him.  Most of the pagans will be bearers of Christ throughout history and will enter with Him into the New Jerusalem, the Kingdom of Heaven.
“His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written about Him and that they had done these things to Him”.  Generally, the disciples understood very little of what happened to their Master until He “opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures” (Luke 24, 45) and the Spirit of God enlightened them with tongues of fire.  Only then did they understand all things, remembering them.
The multitude receives the Savior in Jerusalem with these words: “Hosanna to the Son of David!  ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’  Hosanna in the highest!” (Matt. 21, 9).  This animated reception was largely due to the resurrection of Lazarus.  But let us not forget that the same people who had glorified Him and received Him as a king, incited by the Pharisees and the scribes, in a few days will cry out: “Crucify Him!  Crucify Him!”  Most of the Jews who participated in this celebration expected Christ to be a leader who would change the political situation in their favor, and not a God who came down among people to save them from sin.  It is true that there were also many Jews who gave themselves to the Lord, believing in Him without hesitation.
Following the model of the crowd in the city of Jerusalem who welcomed the Savior with palm branches, the Orthodox Church established that on this day blessed willow branches should be distributed to the faithful.  Willow branches symbolize victory over death.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In order to truly celebrate the Savior's Entry into Jerusalem, let us go out to meet Him with good thoughts and deeds, with pure feelings, with the sweet fragrance of a blameless life, with the desire to receive Him as our king.  Let us also shout: “Hosanna in the highest!  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!" and let us enjoy the possibility of being able not only to welcome Him, but even to fully receive Christ into our being.
