Evangelical pericopes of the Triodion

2nd SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT, SUNDAY OF ST. GREGORY PALAMAS;  HEALING OF THE PARALYTIC IN CAPERNAUM
APOSTLE (Romans 12:6-14)
Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.  Let love be without hypocrisy.  Abhor what is evil.  Cling to what is good.  Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality.  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.
GOSPEL (Matt. 9:1-8)
So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to His own city.  Then behold, they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed.  When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you.”  And at once some of the scribes said within themselves: “This Man blasphemes!”  But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said: “Why do you think evil in your hearts?  For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise and walk’?  But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins” – then He said to the paralytic, “Arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.”  And he arose and departed to his house.  Now when the multitudes saw it, they marveled and glorified God, who had given such power to men.
MORAL TEACHINGS
In this Gospel we see again how the love and faith of those who brought the paralytic man to the Savior were rewarded with the healing of their friend: “When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic..."  When we do good deeds, our faith is visible.  The faith of the four friends in the divine power of Jesus is evident from their determination to reach the house where the Savior preached.
It is clear from the Gospel reading that the cause of the paralytic man's suffering was his sinful state: “Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven…”  Illness, human suffering, especially combined with a state of non-belief, of separation from God, state from which comes helplessness and death, is related to sin.  That is the root of suffering.  Along with the forgiveness of sins, the Savior also restores man's quality as a son of God: “Son, be of good cheer!”  This is the reason for which the Savior came into the world: to forgive our sins (to reconcile us to our Creator) and to make us sons of God according to grace: “Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.”  (Gal. 4:7).
In addition to the power to forgive sins, Jesus Christ gives another proof that He is God: He knows the hidden thoughts of people, a power that only God has.  The Evangelist says that the Jews had not spoken aloud what they thought: “some of the scribes said within themselves: ‘This Man blasphemes!’  But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said: ‘Why do you think evil in your hearts?’”
The forgiveness of sins is proved by the strengthening of the paralytic’s body; and the evidence of this recovery is the fact that he can carry his bed, so that the recovery is evident to all present.  The Lord does not do this before asking the scribes: what is easier to say: “Your sins are forgiven” or to say: “Arise and walk”?  In other words, Christ speaks to them like this: which seems easier to you: to strengthen a weak body or to forgive the sins of the soul?  Undoubtedly, it is easier to strengthen a weak body, but because the forgiveness of sins is an invisible work, and the healing of the body is a visible one, I now add what is easier, but more striking to the eyes, so that, by this, you will have the proof that I have also accomplished what is more difficult, but unseen.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Through this miracle, the Lord shows that He is the Creator of both the soul and the body.  He heals both the disease of the soul and the disease of the body; and by healing what is seen, i.e. the body, He also attests the healing of what is not seen, i.e. the soul.  May we also make our faith visible by praying for each other and helping those who are going through life's tribulations!
