Evangelical pericopes of the Octoechos

SUNDAY OF THE ROMANIAN SAINTS; CALLING THE FIRST APOSTLES
APOSTLE (Romans 2:10-16)
But glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For there is no partiality with God.  For as many as have sinned without law will also perish without law, and as many as have sinned in the law will be judged by the law (for not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the doers of the law will be justified; for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law, these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them) in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.
GOSPEL (Matt. 4:18-23)
And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen.  Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  They immediately left their nets and followed Him.  Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him.  And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people.
MORAL TEACHINGS
Our Savior Jesus Christ chose His first four disciples from fishermen, simple but humble and patient people: Peter and Andrew and Jacob and John, sons of Zebedee.  Jesus Christ calls them one day unexpectedly and in an unusual way saying to them: Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.  He didn't explain what fishers of men mean, and they didn't ask or set any condition, they didn't negotiate coming after Him or following Him, and Christ the Lord didn't promise them anything, didn't promise them high ranks either, nor comfortable or easy life, nor riches, nor rewards, but only said: Follow Me.  Those who were called immediately followed Him, they followed Him because He is the Word of Life, the Source of Eternal Life who brought the entire universe from non-being into being, who created man in the image and likeness of God Who heals every disease and every weakness of the people, as the Gospel of this Sunday says, and Who gives salvation and eternal life to those who believe in Him.  This call to mission of the Apostles represents the beginning of the formation of disciples for the sanctification of nations.
The Gospel shows us that one of the disciples was Saint Andrew the Apostle, Simon Peter's brother, and precisely Saint Andrew the Apostle, the first one called to mission, is the Apostle of the Romanians.  Through the preaching of St. Apostle Andrew in today's Dobrogea and through the mission of St. Apostle Philip with whom he was together on the territory of our country, the Christianization of our Geto-Daco-Romans ancestors began.
Each one of us is called by God to salvation through different ways and means.  Through our faith and virtues we must answer “Yes” to the call of God's love.  God calls us to salvation through the gifts with which He endowed us, through the successes or failures we have in life.  God calls us to perfection through the joys and troubles that come upon us, because He “desires all men to be saved” (I Tim. 2, 4).
At home, on the street, at work and wherever we are, each one of us must be an apostle, a messenger of the Lord.  The doctor at the operating table, the teacher in the classroom, the clerk at the office, the worker in the factory, the plowman in the field, the scientist in the laboratory, the writer at his desk, can and must be apostles of goodness, truth and love in the world.
Fulfilling our purpose and duty with conscience and responsibility, we keep and confess the same righteous faith that the Romanian Saints professed. The Romanian Saint John Jacob the Chozebite (†1960) urges us to this when he says:
“Follow, therefore, on the straight path,
The beloved ancestors,
For behold, their spirit is waiting for you
In the land of the blessed ones”
LET’S REMEMBER:
· The Holy Synod decided, on June 20, 1992, that all Saints from our nation, known and unknown, will be honored according to the rule with a special service and an akathist hymn, from then on until the end of the ages, in the entire Romanian Orthodox Church.
· Saint Nicodemus of Tismana, Saint Daniel the Hesychast, Saint Theodora of Sihla, and Saint Callinicus of Cernica are among those who lived a genuine monastic life.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]We honor the Romanian martyrs who held up the Cross in times of persecution, such as the Holy Martyrs of Niculiţel (4th century); Saint John the Wallachian (†1662), the faithful voivode Constantin Brâncoveanu with his sons: Constantin, Ştefan, Radu, Matei and counselor Ianache, killed by the Turks on August 15, 1714.
· We remember those who defended the "ancestral law", bravely facing the Ottomans, Habsburgs or other oppressors, such as Saint Stephen the Great (15th century).
· On this Sunday, we remember all the other Saints of the ancient Church, from all times and places, who defended the faith, the land, the needs and the nation, showing us how we can serve God and our fellow men in this geographical and ethnic space.
